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Purpose 

The current taxi tariff came into force in April 2015 following consultation with the 

trade.  This matter was considered by the Board at the time and an increase was 

granted. The trade approached the Council for an increase earlier this year and in 

July this year, a consultation was undertaken with the trade and the public regarding 

the current Taxi Licensing requirements including revision to the tariff. This 

consultation gave an option on a potential taxi tariff increase, which was devised 

following consultation with the trade. A further proposal was made by the trade later 

and this is also included within the report. The details of the consultation and 

outcome are detailed within this report. The Board is requested to consider the report 

and determine the level at which the tariff should be set.  

Recommendation 

That the Board considers the report and determine the level at which the tariff 
should be set. The trade proposal does include a 36% increase to the pull off 
charge which would make the Gosport tariff the highest of the Authorities 
shown in the comparison, together with a 50% increase to the waiting time. It 
is recommended an increase is granted but perhaps more modest than that 
proposed by the trade. 

 

1.0 Background 
1.1 Private Hire and Hackney Carriage licensing is a function of the Regulatory 

Board. Hackney Carriages can be hailed in the street and also work from 
the town ranks.  Hackney Carriages must be fitted with a tariff meter which 
calculates the cost of each journey based on a number of factors, the main 
one being distance travelled. Under the Local government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976, the level of tariff is set by the Regulatory Board. The 
purpose of this report is for this Board to consider the report and determine 
the level at which the tariff should be set.  

 

2.0 Report 
2.1 The current tariff for Gosport Borough Council Licensed Hackney 

Carriages was last revised in April 2015. 
 

2.2 In July 2022 a consultation to the trade and the public was undertaken 
which sought views on the level the tariff should be set at. A summary of 
the results is detailed on 2.7 below. 



2.3 The current tariff rate can be seen at Appendix A. 
 

2.4 
 

To serve as a comparison, the current tariffs for Fareham, Eastleigh and 
Havant Borough Councils is available at Appendix B.  

2.5 For information there are currently 62 Hackney Carriage vehicles licensed 
in the Borough and there are 43 licensed Hackney Carriage drivers and 42 
Dual Licensed Drivers. Each Hackney Carriage is fitted with a meter fixed 
with the tariff set by the Council. 

2.6 On 6 July 2022 a public and trade consultation was launched, in which a 
new tariff was proposed, this proposal had been devised following 
discussions with representatives of the trade. The detail can be seen at 
Appendix C, since the consultation the trade has come forward with a 
proposal of their own, this also can be seen at Appendix C, this proposal is 
supported by 26 drivers. 
 

2.7 The consultation responses from the Trade showed 83% (35 licence 
holders) were in support of the increase, 12% (5 licence holders), didn’t 
know and 5% (2 licence holders) were not in support of this.  
 

2.8 The consultation responses from the public showed that 100% (3 members 
of the public) agreed with the suggested increase.  
 

3.0 Risk Assessment 

3.1 Since the tariff has not been increased since 2015 and given the recent 
considerable rise in fuel and the general cost of living (inflation currently 
9.4%), there is a risk that drivers will leave the trade to find better paid 
alternative employment which would leave a shortage of taxis in Gosport 
which could leave vulnerable people at risk, if they are unable to get a taxi 
due to drivers leaving the trade due to the cost of their overheads against 
the level of tariff set  

4.0 Conclusion 
4.1 Members are asked to review the information contained above and, in the 

appendices, and to determine the level at which the tariff should be set. 
 

 

Financial Services comments: None 

Legal Services comments: Contained within the report. 

Equality and Diversity: None 

Climate Change implications: None 

Crime and Disorder: None 

Service Improvement Plan 
implications: 

N/A 

Corporate Plan: Develop the Economy 

Risk Assessment: Contained within the report 

Background Papers: None 



Appendices: Appendix A – Current GBC Tariff  
Appendix B – Tariff comparison 
Appendix C – Tariff increase comparison  
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